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Maryland Responds Launches New Brand 

With support from the NACCHO Chal-

lenge Award, we worked with Maryland In-

stitute College of Art (MICA) 

and schools of public health at 

Hopkins and Emory. We 

sought to combine art and 

health communication strate-

gies. Our goal was to improve 

recruitment materials for pre-

senting a cohesive community 

of Maryland Responders.  

After months of surveying 

Maryland Responders, needs 

assessments, internal audits, 

examining our old brand, and 

focus groups, we completed our planning 

and strategy development phase. MICA then 

developed campaigns.  Weõre asking every-

one to join the preparedness movement to 

be Ready for Anything . Our new brand ð 

on our posters, postcards, handouts- is a call 

to action to Marylanders. As 

evidenced in our work through 

the Baltimore City unrest, 

hazmat exercise, and beyond ð 

our essence? Our battle cry? 

Ready for Anything. Because, 

when disaster strikes, Maryland 

Responds.  

Weõre Ready for Anything. 

This call to action is for the full 

community, not just the medi-

cal community. As such, weõve 

replaced our past name òMD 

Respondsó with òMaryland Responds.ó All 

Marylanders have a role in promoting public 

health.  
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Like many events, lunch was well-received at the 

Maryland Responds 2015 conference ñ but the 

reason was unconventional. Lunch was delivered 

using a Point of Dispensing (POD) drill.   

The lunch-time POD demonstrated potential re-

sponder roles during a medical countermeasure 

response. Attendees chose from lunch options 

which were "dispensed" to them as they walked 

through the POD. Thanks to efficient POD op-

erations, 151 lunches were dispensed in the first 

30 minutes. 

The POD drill was one of many events at the 10 

Year anniversary conference of Maryland Re-

sponds. Over 250 Maryland Responders, unit ad-

ministrators, and response partners attended the 

conference for a day of learning and networking. 

 

 

 

After opening remarks from Department of Health 

and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) Secretary Van T. 

Mitchell and Office of Preparedness and Response 

(OP&R) Director Sherry Adams, Captain Robert 

Tosatto  provided a status update of the national 

Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) network.  

Maryland Responds MRC state administrators 

Stephanie Parsons and Dorothy Sheu then presented 

a look into the Maryland MRCõs 10 years of accom-

plishments, and an introduction to the new era of 

Maryland Responds and brand.  

Maryland Responders Donna Wells, Jennie Wallace, 

and Dr. Beverly Bye shared their deployment sto-

ries. Responder tools and tips were outlined by unit 

administrator Cindy Mankamyer, Captain Stephen 

Formanski, and Dr. Randolph Rowel. 

Throughout the conference, Maryland Responder 

Brandie Armijo led a team to administer acupunc-

ture for mental health promotion.  

The conference ended with a best practices show-

case during which responders and unit administra-

tors received awards for recognizing their hard 

work and leadership. See article on next page for 

more information.  

The success of the day rested on a foundation of 

conference heroes ñ people who volunteered to 

help run the conference. Over 50 Maryland Re-

sponders and OP&R staff worked together using an 

incident command system. They òdeployedó to assist 

with registration, speaker sessions, dispensing lunch, 

packaging materials, exhibits, and so much more! 

2015 Conference Celebrates 10 Years of  Responders 

A group photo of some conference heroes. Thank you 

to all conference heroes for taking the time to train 

and òdeployó to assist at our conference! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medical Reserve 

Corps Director, 

Captain Robert 

Tosatto, submits his 

POD form for 

screening before 

receiving his lunch.  
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Maryland Responds MRC 2015 Awards 

J U L Y  2 0 1 5  

Distinguished Maryland Responder Award  

Maureen Chapnick, RN 

Maryland Responder, Howard County MDRMRC Unit 

Emergency Response Hero Award  

Anne Witter, RN 

Maryland Responder, Allegany County MDRMRC Unit 

Public Health Hero Award  

Teresa Laporte, RN 

Maryland Responder, Frederick County MDRMRC Unit 

Charlene Alliger, RN 

Maryland Responder, Howard County MDRMRC Unit 

Outstanding Leadership Award  

April Tepfer 

Maryland Responder, Baltimore County MDRMRC Unit 

Unit Administrator of the Year Award  

Shawn Stoner 

Unit Administrator, Washington County MDRMRC Unit 

Innovative Practice Award  

Maggie Kunz 

Unit Administrator, Carroll County MDRMRC Unit 

Behind the Scenes Award  

Kelly Brinkley 

Worcester County MDRMRC Unit 

Rebecca Bergeron, LCSW 

Maryland Responder, Baltimore City MDRMRC Unit 

Excellence in Volunteer Engagement  

Giselle Bonilla 

Unit Administrator, Howard County MDRMRC Unit 

G. Lawrence Hogue 

UMES School of Pharmacy and Health Professions 

Barbara Logan 

Unit Administrator, Somerset County Health Depart-

ment. 

Outstanding Response Partner Organization  

The Maryland Board of Pharmacy Emergency Prepar-

edness Task Force:  Sajal Roy, Don Taylor, Janet 

Seeds, April Tepfer, Arnold Honkofsky, Bart Regan, 

Charmaine Rochester, Cynthia Anderson, G. Law-

rence Hogue, Hoai-An Truong, Jennifer Thomas, 

LaVerne Naesea, Lynette Bradley-Baker and Reid 

Zimmer. 

The 2015 Maryland Responds MRC Awards highlight innovative local practices and achievements by recog-

nizing individuals and organizations that have made outstanding contributions toward making their commu-

nities safer, stronger, better prepared and more resilient. Every year we are inspired by the tremendous 

work being done by Maryland Responders to prepare their communities for emergencies, or to help their 

neighbors cope with the effects of a disaster. We know that it is the Maryland Responders, Unit Administra-

tors and response partners who have helped build and strengthen the Maryland Responds MRC network. 

And for that, they are most worthy of being recognized. Thank you for your service to Maryland and serv-

ing as a best practice for all Maryland Responders. Please join us in congratulating the following award win-

ners: 

From left to right: 

Arnold Honkofsky, Kelly Brinkley, 

Cynthia Anderson, Don Taylor, 

Rebecca Bergeron, April Tepfer, 

Sajal Roy, Reid Zimmer, Char-

maine Rochester, G. Lawrence 

Hogue, Maggie Kunz, Shawn 

Stoner, Giselle Bonilla, Anne Wit-

ter, Theresa Laporte, Dr. Laura 

Herrera Scott.  

For a full description of the awards and award winner narratives, visit:  http://bit.ly/MDRAwards.   

http://bit.ly/MDRAwards
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Howard County Responders Strengthen Public Health  

Through the Howard County Health Department School Vision & Hearing Program, Maryland Re-

sponders helped the local health department successfully perform 13,073 vision screenings and 

13,020 hearing screenings during the 2014-2015 school year.  Thank you! 

Additionally, Maryland Responders deserve recognition for the time and work they donate to the 

Cancer Control Program and the Clinical Services Section. We do appreciate the many hours they 

put in assisting with clinical breast exams and breast self-exam education during health fairs, as well 

as assisting with tobacco cessation classes, performing patient intakes, reviewing charts, filing docu-

ments, and entering patientsõ information into our health database.   

Contributed by Giselle Bonilla, MPH, CHEP, Howard County Unit Administrator  

Pediatric Disaster Symposium 

The DHMH OP&R in collaboration with Johns 

Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and 

the Maryland Chapter of the American Acad-

emy of Pediatrics, sponsored a Pediatric Disas-

ter Symposium on June 12.  This symposium 

addressed preparedness gaps related to pediat-

ric disaster victim management.  Several pre-

senters, well known experts in the field, arrived 

from across the U.S. to participate.  Topics in-

cluded: pediatric anatomical and physiological 

vulnerabilities, psychological impact, coalition 

building, and ethical issues. Of the several posi-

tive comments, many related to a desire to 

conduct a second symposium.  Participation 

was open to all disciplines and several attendees 

were Maryland Responders.   

Contributed by Dr. Al Romanosky, Medical Director, DHMH Office of Preparedness and Response  

Dr. Cooper 

presents on 

Ethical Con-

siderations in 

Pediatric 

Disaster 

Response. 

Dr. Frogel 

shares les-

sons learned 

in NYC dur-

ing H1N1, 

Sandy & 

Ebola. 

Dr. Michael Espiritu talks about 

challenges in NYC NICU during 

Superstorm Sandy.  

Dr. Cindy Hinton of shares 

story of family w/ special needs 

child that had to evacuate 

during Katrina.  

Dr. Tom Demaria discusses 

psychological impact of disas-

ters on children.  

Dr. Al Romanosky is presenting on 

the unique vulnerabilities of pedi-

atric disaster victims .  


