
 

November 15, 2021 

Copy of Now Closed Request for Public Comment Posted October 12, 2021, through November 15, 2021, 
at https://health.maryland.gov/mmcp/Pages/Public-Notices.aspx 

Maryland Medicaid American Rescue Plan Act Reinvestment Spending 

The Maryland Department of Health (MDH) invites the public to submit ideas for expenditures related to 
the remaining American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) reinvestment funds. A portion of the reinvestment funds 
have been earmarked for rate increases for select Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) and 
community behavioral health services. 
 
Submission Requirements 
Submissions should comply with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) guidance outlined in the 
May 13, 2021 State Medicaid Directors’ Letter. See Appendix C of the guidance for examples of activities to 
support HCBS. Any submission ideas that do not follow CMS guidance cannot be considered.  
 
Submissions Due November 15, 2021 
Submissions are now closed. 
 
Background 
The American Rescue Plan Act  (ARPA), a COVID-19 relief package that became law on March 11, 2021, 
provides funds for state Medicaid programs for specific initiatives including additional support for HCBS and 
community behavioral health services.  
 
During the 2021 legislative session, the Maryland General Assembly passed the Budget Bill directing 
Medicaid and the Developmental Disabilities administration (DDA) to spend at least 75 percent of the 
federal ARPA reinvestment dollars for a one-time only HCBS provider rate increase.  
 
Maryland’s Budget Bill also requires DDA to spend the remaining 25 percent of their ARPA reinvestment 
funds on HCBS provider grants. The DDA has been conducting stakeholder surveys to gather feedback on 
these grant opportunities.   
 
In July 2021, MDH submitted an initial spending plan, reflecting Maryland’s Budget Bill requirements, to 
CMS for expenditures to strengthen HCBS and behavioral health services under the Medicaid program as 
allowed under ARPA Section 9817.  
 
CMS granted MDH partial approval of the initial state spending plan in September 2021. Full approval of 
the plan is pending MDH’s submission of additional information and the state’s continued compliance with 
program requirements including submitting CMS’s required quarterly spending plans. 
 

https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/smd21003.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1319/text#toc-H502E12D7ADC74130AEEE29ABE4755E49
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0588
https://health.maryland.gov/mmcp/Medicaid%20COVID19/Maryland%20HCBS%20Spending%20Plan%20Final.pdf
https://health.maryland.gov/mmcp/Medicaid%20COVID19/Maryland%209817%20Spend%20Plan%20Partial%20Approval.pdf
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