TEMPLATE LETTER TO THE MEDIA
Ask Your Local Media to Announce the Public Service Announcements on Prostate Cancer Awareness Month
[Date]

[Name of the editor/station manager]

[Name of the TV or radio station]

[Address]

[County, state, and zip code]

Dear Mr/Ms [Insert last name]:

[Insert county name] Cancer Program would like your assistance in recognizing National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month in September 2016.  [Insert the station name] can help educate the public by announcing any of the attached Public Service Announcements (PSAs) or using them as taglines for television programs.  We have provided you with 10, 20, and 30 second PSAs that you can use between your programs.  
According to the American Cancer Society (ACS), prostate cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths in men in the United States.  The ACS estimates that in 2016, 3,840 men in Maryland will be diagnosed with prostate cancer and 480 will die from it.  
Thank you in advance for considering our request to help educate Maryland residents about  prostate cancer and about how they can protect their health.  If you have any questions, please contact me at [Insert phone number and email address].
[Insert your full name here] 

[Insert your title/affiliation or other role in the public health field]

[Insert your complete address]

[Insert your phone number and email address]

Examples of Prostate Cancer Public Service Announcements & Guidelines for the Length of Public Service Announcements 2016
	Guidelines for the Length of PSA
	Examples of Prostate Cancer Awareness PSA

	10 seconds
	20-25 words 
	Example 1.

Prostate cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths in men in the United States. For more information, call xxxx County Health Department at xxx-xxx-xxxx.
Example 2. 

About 1 in 7 men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer during his lifetime.  For more information, call xxxx County Health Department at xxx-xxx-xxxx.



	20 seconds
	40-50 words
	Example 1.

About 1 in 7 men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer during their lifetime. Your age, race and family history can increase your chance of getting prostate cancer. To learn more about prostate cancer and your personal risk, call xxxx County Health Department at xxx-xxx-xxxx. 
Example 2.

More than 2.9 million men in the US count themselves as prostate cancer survivors. The American Cancer Society estimates that in Maryland, approximately 3,840 men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2016.  To learn more about prostate cancer, call xxxx County Health Department at xxx-xxx-xxxx.



	30 seconds
	60-75 words
	Example 1.

About 1 in 7 men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer during his lifetime. Men who are considering prostate cancer screening should have a discussion with their physician in order to understand the possible benefits and harms of screening. This discussion will allow men to make a well informed decision on prostate cancer screening, taking into account their individual circumstances and preferences. For more information, call xxxx County Health Department at xxx-xxx-xxxx.

Example 2. 
In its earliest stage, prostate cancer may cause no symptoms at all. More advanced prostate cancer may cause signs and symptoms such as problems urinating or holding in urine; blood in the urine or semen; pain in the back, hips or pelvis that do not go away; or erectile dysfunction.  Men should consult with their physician if these symptoms occur.  For more information about prostate cancer, call xxxx County Health Department at xxx-xxx-xxxx. 


Can also be used as Taglines for television
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