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Re: Combination SARS-CoV-2/Influenza Multiplex RT-PCR Testing 

Beginning Monday, November 16, 2020, the Maryland Department of Health (MOH) Laboratories 
Administration will begin utilizing an FDA Emergency Use Authorized combination SARS-CoV-2/ 
Influenza Multiplex RT-PCR assay that was developed by the CDC. All specimens received from 
symptomatic individuals will be tested on this assay regardless of whether SARS-CoV-2 or Influenza A/B 
PCR is ordered. This includes all specimens received for influenza surveillance, diagnostic influenza 
testing, and diagnostic COVID-19 testing for symptomatic individuals. All specimens received for 
COVID-19 screening of asymptomatic individuals wil I be tested for SA RS-Co V-2 only . 

This change is a response to CDC recommendations to test all respiratory specimens received from 
patients 'presenting with Influenza-like or COVJD-like illness for both Influenza and COVID-19 during 
the influenza transmission season when both viruses can be co-circulating. As a result of this change, 
MOH Laboratories Administration will require all submitters to include additional information for all 
symptomatic individuals . This includes: 

• Indication that patient is symptomatic 
• Symptom onset date 

• Indicate whether testing is diagnostic or surveillance 

• Hospitalization status (for Influenza and or COVID-19) 

• Rapid flu test results 

• Previous COVID-19 testing results 

The above information must be included in the Infectious Agents Culture Detection test requisition form . 
We've included an annotated example which is also available on our website: 
https://health .marv land.Qov/Jaboratories/docs/ lnfectiousAgents%20submission%20 instructions%2011062 
020%20Lab%20Fonn%20Flu%20Covid%20 l 1-2020.pdf. We are also launching Ask-at-Order-Entry 
questions in the Lab-Web Portal for submitters to include this information. 

Please contact us with any questions at 443-681-3800. 
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